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** By faith one crosses over the stream,
By strenuousness the sea of life;

By steadfastness all srrief he stills.
By wisdom is be purified."

People fancy that they can look for Buddhism in books and
scriptures. It is no doubt true that the Buddhists all over
the world possess books, called the Tripitaka, which are
divided into Su^ra, Vmaya, and Abhidharma\ the first con-
taining the conversations of the Buddha with some one of his
audience, the second the discipline established by him for
his ordained disciples, and the last the discussions by known
authors on philosophical subjects. But ever since the,
earliest times the Buddhist brotherhood has been divided
into many schools and sects. There have been four nikayas
and eighteen sects. The members of one and the same
nikaya have never been in perfect agreement among them-
selves, not to speak of their disagreement with the other
groups. Traditions have been opposed to traditions. In
each sect again there have been Sautrantikas, Vainayikas, and
Abhidharmikas. The Sautrantikas and the Abhidharmikas
of one and the same sect have never agreed with each other,
and the Sautrantikas of one sect have been opposed by those
of a rival sect. Even at the present day the Buddhists may
be classified into three groups : the Southern, who abide in
Ceylon, Burma, Siam and Anam ; the Northern who live in
Tibet, China, Manchuria, Mongolia, and Siberia; and the
Eastern who are found in Japan and Formosa  The south-
ern Buddhists follow the Hinayana or the Lesser Vehicle ;

the northerns are Lamaistic and highly ritualistic ; and the
easterns are followers of the Mahayana or the Greater
Vehicle. Now the Tripitaka of the Hinayanikas is not the
same as that of the Mahayanikas  Which of these schools
then has really preserved the words of the Teacher ? There is
only one way out of the difficulty, and that is the one pointed
out by the author of Cikshchsamucchaya:t{ Yadkinchid subhd-
shitam tad sarvam baddhabhashitam. Whatsoever is rightly
spoken and "'free from error, that is the teaching of the
Buddha?? Nothing can be the teaching of the Lord which
does not conform to reason and experience. Such was also
the dictum laid down by the Council of Vais&li whicn. met